Rotary Club of Gungahlin (Inc)
District 9710
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1 December 2014
Meetings: Mondays 6:30 for 7pm
Venue: Belconnen Soccer Club, William Slim Drive, McKellar [Disabled access available]
President: Ian Foster
Secretary: Sandra Mahlberg

Next Monday we are having our Club Christmas Party (1st December).
Time: 6.30pm. Venue: Terry & Christine’s home, Temperley Street, Nicholls. Please
bring your own drinks. Dinner: Buffet style. If you haven’t already advised Sandra
what you are bringing to share please contact her secretary.rcgungahlin@gmail.com.
____________________________________________________________________
Last Monday night members welcomed guest speaker, Assistant Governor,
Lynne Duckham OAM, who is a dedicated and energetic Rotarian who has had
extensive involvement in numerous Rotary Programs over many years. Lynne has
also had a fascinating and rewarding career working for organisations in a significant
number of underdeveloped countries. Lynne’s areas of expertise include sustainable
development, multicultural communication, visioning, strategic planning and program
development and implementation. She spoke of the challenging issues faced in
understanding and meeting local needs when providing financial and volunteer
assistance to developing communities.
Members and guests were very pleased to have the opportunity to hear about Lynne’s
international service experiences and to ask questions about how to make our
volunteer efforts more relevant.

(L:R: Anna, AG Lynne, Kiri & John)
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Monday night was a busy and exciting time as we also welcomed three new members,
Clare, Anna and Shaun, and we were fortunate to have our Assistant Governor,
Graeme Kinraid, join us for this special event.

(L:R: newly inducted members Clare, Anna & Shaun, with Pres. Ian who was celebrating his birthday)
__________________________________________________________________________________

Some interesting information on our Club’s Facebook statistics …
54% of our fans are women,
70% of people that we reached are women (with our biggest demographic being the
25-34 year old women), and
69% of people engaged with the site are women (the biggest is the 55-64 year old
women).
Thanks go to Member Emma who ensures that our Facebook page is informative and
attractive. http://www.facebook.com/RotaryGungahlin	
  	
  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Most of the following report was prepared by Pres. Kirsty Holmes, for The Cog,
Rotary Club of Yass)
District 9710 and 9675 Combined Rotary Conference November 2015
Two Districts combined to share the experiences of a Rotary Conference with its
members. The Conference was held at the Convention Centre in Canberra and
attended by 600 people. The theme of the Conference was Our Youth Our Future.
And it certainly delivered, with every speaker confirming that we have some amazing
young people and a great future.
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DG Rowley introduced the Conference with a quote:
“Our youth now love luxury. They have bad manners, contempt for authority; they
show disrespect for their elders and love chatter in place of exercise; they no longer
rise when elders enter the room; they contradict their parents, chatter before
company; gobble up their food and tyrannize their teachers.”
Is this the youth of today? No, it was stated by Socrates, about 450 BC.

	
  
Exchange students from around the globe parade their flags (above)

The Conference opened with the colourful flag ceremony and parade by our exchange
students. The first speaker, a young man called Matt Kershaw, who is the CEO of
yLead, an independent not-for-profit that delivers positive education and student
leadership programs to young people across Australia. He was an excellent speaker
and had the whole auditorium up on their feet dancing for most of his presentation. It
was extremely clever and his message was that although Rotary is built on a strong
base of traditions and methods, we can add new ideas and make changes but we
should not lose focus on the original message.
After morning tea Andrea Ho, station manager of ABC 666 in Canberra and a
journalist told us about her life changing experience of going to Japan as an exchange
student. Andrea is half Chinese and half European and has a slight Asian appearance,
which has led to some confusion in the past. She told us about giving a talk at a
Rotary Club after she returned from Japan. A woman came up to her and
congratulated her on her excellent English, thinking that she was from Japan! Andrea
told us about her grandparents living in Singapore during WW2 and through the
Japanese Occupation. So, when she was told she was being sent to Japan it did not
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sit easily with her family. However, she explained that it was important that she went
and made friends with the new Japanese generation.
She had a wonderful time in Japan and it had an enormous bearing on her future
career and successes. She is very grateful to Rotary. Andrea was followed by another
RYE student, Brent Juratowitch, who also went to Japan and like Andrea, was very
influenced by his experience. He has gone on to have an amazing career in banking
and commerce and has made Japanese a huge part of his life. Like Andrea, he could
not thank Rotary enough for shaping his life.
After lunch we were introduced to two amazing young people, Annabelle Chauncy and
David Everett. In 2008, at the age of 21, they founded the School for Life Foundation.
After spending considerable periods of time in Africa, and specifically Kenya and
Uganda, they decided to make their own contribution. They were moved by the lack of
access to education in rural areas of Uganda and the number of children falling
through the cracks of the education system.
Annabelle and Dave completed their university degrees while working hard to
fundraise over $500,000, develop a partnership with Rotary, assemble a Board of
Directors and gain a strong sponsor base in Australia. In addition, they have worked
closely with the Ugandan government, Ministry of Education, authorities and local
people to ensure the smooth implementation of the project. Their story was so
inspiring and again their gratitude to the help given by Rotary shone through.
Then we heard from Jess Luckhurst, a Registered Midwife who found completing her
studies difficult due to lack of funds and giving birth to two babies during the four
years. However, she was successful in obtaining a scholarship from Australian Rotary
Health and support from the Rotary Club of Canberra East and this made it possible
for her to follow her dream. She has extended her passion and is now helping women
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. She described in detail the
difficulties she faced and was most grateful to Rotary for helping her finish the degree.
The highlight of the afternoon, especially for Yass Rotary members, was their own
Scott Burke. A polished and confident speaker, he briefly took us through his early
years and told us how Rotary was in his blood due to his family and Rotary
experiences. He talked about RYLA and his exchange to Finland and then his later
work with scouts. He is now very involved in Rotary and has started up the Yass
Interact group.
Scott’s very important message was that once a young person comes home from a
year’s exchange, and full of Rotary ideals and experiences, they must then be guided
on how they can continue their Rotary journey and not lose the connection they have
formed. Certainly something to think about.
The second day started with an amazing story of courage, determination and success.
Ken Hunt, a member of the Rotary Club of Berry, described how he brought the story
of Polio Plus to the public by paragliding from the top of the world’s sixth highest
mountain, Cho Oyu in Tibet. Using some amazing footage from the camera strapped
to the top of his head, we too flew down the mountain and experienced a rather
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uncomfortable landing on some very jagged rocks. It was an incredible feat and
certainly one for the record books.
Bob Aitken, former editor of the magazine Rotary Down Under which we all receive,
recently retired. He took us through his career and told us about many of the famous
people he had met on his life journey.
The exceptional speaking lineup did not stop there. Next we had Tim Kirk, 2014 Wine
maker of the Year and a local boy, who told us about how his growing up determined
his future path and how he has successfully put Clonakilla on the world map of
wineries. He shared much of his knowledge about some wines with us and as he
described his very famous wine, Shiraz Viognier, its colour, perfume and taste, he had
us all drooling! He was most entertaining and informative.
The final speaker for the Conference was another amazing young lady,
Sally Hetherington, who, after attending RYLA and joining Rotaract, became a young
Rotarian with the Sydney CBD club. But she was looking for something more in life
and at the age of 25 went to Cambodia to do voluntary work for a year. She ended up
staying much longer and now manages a local NGO, Human and Hope Association
which she has built up from the ground with a team of dedicated locals. People like
Sally, and Annabelle and David from the previous day, make us feel very humble. It is
amazing what these young people have accomplished on their own through hard work
and determination.
And in the words of DG Rowley – “Socrates was wrong!”
This was a Conference full of inspiration and it certainly gave us hope for the future
through our youth. Rotary conferences offer so much. They give you the opportunity to
meet and hear people and their stories and confirm why Rotary is such a wonderful
organisation. Next year’s conference is in Jindabyne. Already some excellent
speakers have been engaged and the program, combined with the venue, promises to
be a fabulous weekend. Put the date 23 – 25 October 2015 in your diaries now.
____________________________________________________________________
The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is less than two months away. The
first step is to get your Working With Vulnerable People registration complete as at
least one member of your household with need this - it's free from ACT Shopfronts
and may well come in useful in other activities. Download form at
https://www.canberraconnect.act.gov.au
This commitment is rather an unusual one for Rotarians - it's a pleasure, it's no
trouble, and it's very important.
With nearly 200 young people attending each of the two NYSF sessions, there is an
urgent need for home hosting of students on 11th and 25th January 2015. 	
  
If you have never home hosted or have given it a break over recent years, this is the
year the district needs you to become a home host. 	
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Also a reminder that Rotarians and their guests may like to attend the NYSF dinners
on 8th and 22nd January 2015. Register for dinner at
http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/nysf-2015/registration.html	
  
If you are interested in either of these activities you will need to register, via the district
website. The dinner and home hosting registration are separate processes each with
their own registration page. If able to attend a dinner and home host, you will need to
register for both.	
  
	
  
What is expected of a home host is also set out on the registration page. Register for
home hosting only at http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/nysf-2015/home-hosting.html
If you need further information please contact Tony Trumble, 0411 394525,	
  
District Chair,	
  NYSF	
  
… and from President Ian. As one who has enjoyed the experience many times
before and is well aware of how much we need more volunteers this year, I urge you,
as I did last week, to get behind this. Clicking on the hosting link (above) first takes
you through the expectations on hosts and leaves space for you to include
comments/questions.
____________________________________________________________________
Club Diary – Check the latest events and update personal diaries
November
th

Rotary Foundation Month. Speakers Program: Emma

Sun 30 Nov

Rotary Table @ Gungahlin Village Shops: Volunteers: Holly & Liz
(am), Ian & John (pm)

December

Family Month. Speakers Program: Sandra

Mon 1st Dec
Sun 7th
Mon 8th Dec

Mon 15th Dec
Mon 22nd Dec

6.30pm Christmas party at Terry & Christine’s home, Nicholls. BYO
T&T (Clare plus one volunteer needed)
Meeting: We will welcome AG Graeme Kinraid & his son David, a
student at Gold Creek High School, and students from Amaroo High
School who will talk about their World Challenge trip. Their teachers
will be joining us too.
Meeting: Club Assembly/Board Meeting, Dining Room
Meeting: Cancelled

January

Rotary Awareness Month Speakers Program: Sandra

4th Jan
Mon 5th Jan
Thu 8 Jan
Sat 10th Jan
Sun 11th Jan
Mon 12th Jan
Sat 17th
Mon 19th Jan
Thur 22th Jan

T&T (Clare & one volunteer)
Meeting: TBA & NYSF A Session begins
NYSF Dinner
BBQ Magnet Mart (Liz: Coordinator & volunteers needed)
NYSF Home Hosting
Meeting: TBA
NYSF A ends
Meeting TBA & NYSF B Session begins
NYSF Dinner
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Sun 25th
Mon 26th Jan
Sat 31st Jan

NYSF Home Hosting
Meeting cancelled: holiday
NYSF B ends

February
21-22nd Feb
23rd Feb

World Understanding Month Speakers Program: Terry
President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS)
Rotary’s 110th birthday

Roster for Meeting Toasts:
Meeting
National Toast
1 Dec
Holly
8 Dec
John
15 Dec
Terry

Rotary Toast
Ian
Sandra
John

2015 Magnet Mart BBQ Dates (please note in your diaries & volunteer asap)
Date
Sat 10th Jan
Sun 15th Feb
Sat 21st March
Sun 26th April
Sat 23rd May
Sun 28th June

Coordinator
Liz

Volunteers
Clare (am)
Clare (am)
Clare (am)

The Key, is edited by Liz Friend, pr.rcgungahlin@gmail.com Contributions from members are very
welcome. Please send them to me so they can be inserted on Wednesdays and edited on Thursdays,
for distribution before the weekend.

