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Next Monday, 30 March our guest speakers are Carolyn and Chris from 
Communities@Work. They will be telling us about the community pantry and other 
programs they run. We look forward to welcoming them at our meeting, and invite any 
interested guests to attend as well. Please let us know if you intend to come along so we 
can plan our numbers and seating.  
 

Last Monday night was our club assembly and board meeting. We discussed a range of 
upcoming events and it became clear that our little club is very busy! Members were 
asked to start thinking about what roles they’d like to take on for the new Rotary year, 
and Sandra will meet with her incoming board in April to start planning. Members also 
need to be submitting nominations for the Steve Bell Rotary Award and Paul Harris 
Fellows.  

Last week’s BBQ Fundraiser 

Our monthly BBQ at Magnet Mart last 
Saturday was, as usual, an enjoyable and 
successful event, raising money for 
community projects as well as taking 
donations to assist Vanuatu after the 
devastating effects of Cyclone Pam.  

We were fortunate and grateful to have 
several members as well as non-members 
(or friends of the club, as we prefer to call 
them!) volunteer at the BBQ. As we are a 
relatively small club, we appreciate the support that others are willing to provide, and 
invite anyone to get in touch if they would like to participate in volunteering events.  

An exciting visitor… 

Michelle Jester, our Ambassadorial Scholar will be coming to Australia for work from 
April 11th - April 30th. Michelle was studying at the ANU for all of 2010. Kiri served as 
her Rotary Counsellor, assisted by our late Past President Steve Bell, who later provided 
her with accommodation, and current President Ian, who filled in during holiday or leave 
periods.  Her parents were gracious hosts to Ian and Pam on their visit to Georgia in 2011, 
on the way to the RI Convention in New Orleans. 

Bob, Holly and Robyn – serving sausages with a smile 
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“I'm incredibly excited to be coming back!” Michelle 
says. “I'm coming to learn about the Australian 
Community Health Centre system to help inform the 
American Community Health Center system, 
particularly along the lines of providing high 
quality, holistic, patient-centered, low-cost care.”  
Michelle will be travelling around to do some site 
visits, but will be in Canberra from April 11th - April 
14th and staying with Ian and Pam Foster in 
Gungahlin and will be attending the Rotary 
Gungahlin meeting on Monday night, April 13th.   

Reedly is doing well 

Reedly Gershom our ROMAC boy from Vanuatu arrived in Canberra on the 5th March 
with his mother Juliette. Preliminary checks and procedures were needed prior to 

surgery. 
He was operated on 16th March by A/Prof David Croaker at 
The Canberra Hospital, an 8 hour operation! It was major 
bowel surgery to close his stoma and adjust his bowel.  

Reedly and Juliette came to Canberra last year with 
hirschprungs disease; he was given a colostomy and needed 
12 months to rest the gut.  When Reedly came to us last year 
he only weighed 27 kg and 21 after surgery. He was 14 years 
old. When returning he 
weighed 32kg and sure 

looked healthier.  

Reedly is doing very 
well post-surgery and 
should be discharged 
from hospital on 
Friday. He and Juliette 
will then stay for a 
further month to make sure all is ok. 
Reedly had his 15th birthday while in hospital; he may 
not have reached this age if he was not looked after by 
ROMAC! Reedly is an only son. 

During this time his family back in Vanuatu were ok 
following the devastation of the country.  It has been a 
very worrying time, though, as communication was 
down for a few days. Most of their village has lost their 
homes. 
Gungahlin Rotary club is the sponsor club for Reedly. 

 

 

Reedly & Juliette arrive in Canberra 

In hospital 

Reedly with all his support: his IV fluids & TPN 
nutrients, his pain management... and his carer 

ROMAC provides medical treatment for children from developing countries in 
the form of life-saving and/or dignity restoring surgery not accessible to them 
in their home country. http://www.romac.org.au/   

http://www.romac.org.au/
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Upcoming events 
Celebrate Gungahlin Day – Sat 11th April 10am to 4 pm, Gungahlin Town Park.  
This local event is being run by communities@work.  Club coordinators Clare & Sandra. 
Most members have responded with their availability for this event and a roster was 
passed around at our meeting. If you’re unsure of your hours or what you need to do, 
please check with Clare or Sandra. It’s looking like this will be a big and exciting day for 
all of Gungahlin, and a great opportunity for Rotary Gungahlin to show off our exceptional 
BBQ skills & fun team! More details are available at http://celebrategungahlin.org.au/ 
 

District Assembly 18 & 19th April 
The District Assembly will be held in Tumut, on 18th and 19th April. Several of our 
members will be attending, and are reminded to plan their accommodation as soon as 
possible. The Rotary Club of Tumut have provided a website link to a wide range of 
tourist activities, accommodation and facilities in the Tumut region, so please have a look 
at http://www.visittumut.com.au/events/autumn-2015/rotary-district-assembly.aspx  

Australian War Memorial’s Centenary of ANZAC commemorations – volunteer 
Rotarians in District 9710 have the exciting and rewarding opportunity to volunteer at 
the Australian War Memorial’s Centenary of ANZAC commemorations on April 25th 2015. 
There are a range of volunteer roles available, and two different shifts to cover the Dawn 
Service and the National Ceremony. If you would like to be involved and support the 
Memorial this ANZAC Day, your assistance would be greatly appreciated. Please indicate 
your interest to volunteer via rebecca.stevens@awm.gov.au by Monday 23 March 2015. – 
Although this date has now passed, if you are able to assist, please contact Rebecca urgently.  

ROMAC Fundraiser in Canberra 26th April – Cycling event 
The Woden Rotary Club is running the Five Peaks Challenge on 26 April 2015, in and 
around Canberra. This is fun day which is non-competitive and raises money for 
designated charities.  All funds raised from the ride go to community projects that Rotary 
supports.  This year the major charity beneficiary is ROMAC (Rotary Oceania Medical Aid 
for Children). Full details and registration are on the web site www.rotaryrides.org.au.   

NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) and MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly) 
31st May is the closing date for application to both NYSF and to MUNA.  It would be great 
if we had participants from our local schools. Robyn has made contact with the schools 
and will be following up to ensure they are aware of these programs and deadlines. 
Information about these programs should also be shared with any students or parents 
who may be interested in discussing further with their schools.  

  
 

NYSF is unique in Australia. Students 
during year 11 are selected to attend 

the NYSF the following year. They learn 
how to make informed decisions about 
courses and careers in the sciences and 

gain a professional skill set to help 
them realise their potential. 

 

MUNA stands for Model United 
Nations Assembly, which 

simulates the workings of the U.N. 
Assembly by having teams of two 

or three senior students represent 
a particular U.N. country in 

debates on matters of world 
political and social concern. 
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Club Calendar 
March Literacy Month:  Speakers Program: Shaun 

Sunday 29th Mar Trash & Treasure Clean Up (Shaun & Anna) 
Mon 30th Mar Guest Speakers:  Carolyn Smith & Chris Barry, from 

Communities@Work (in the Soccer Club Boardroom) 
 
April   Magazine Month – Speakers Program - Emma 
Mon 6th April Easter Monday – Meeting Cancelled 

Sat 11th April Celebrate Gungahlin Day – Coordinators: Sandra & Clare  

Mon 13th April Social Meeting (venue TBA) and a special visitor, Michelle Jester, our 
Club Ambassadorial Scholar from five years’ ago, visiting from the US 

18-19th Apr District Training Assembly in Tumut 

Mon 20th April Club Assembly/Board Meeting 

Sun 26th April Trash & Treasure Clean Up (Ian + Clare) 

Mon  27th April Guest Speaker: David from Neighbourhood Food 

 
May   Planning Month – Speakers Program - John 
Mon 4th May  Meeting TBA 

Mon 11th May Meeting TBA 

Mon 18th May Meeting TBA 

Mon  25th May Meeting TBA 

 
Roster for Meeting Toasts: 

Meeting National Toast Rotary Toast 
30th March Shaun Holly 

13th April Clare Ian 

20th April Robyn Bob 
The National Toast is to Australia, though a particular national event or anniversary 
could be highlighted.  The Rotary Toast is to set the meeting in the wider context of 
Rotary in the community and across the World.  A particular Rotary program or some 
other club of interest might be referenced. 
 
2015 Magnet Mart BBQ Dates (please note in your diaries & volunteer asap) 
Date Coordinator Volunteers 
Sun 26th April John Clare (am), Bob (am), Liz, Emma.  (Not available – 

Sandra, Robyn, Terry, Kiri) 
Sat 23rd May tba  

Sun 28th June tba Clare (am) 
 
This week’s edition of The Key has been edited by Emma Hales, pr.rcgungahlin@gmail.com.  
Contributions from members are very welcome.  Please send them to me so they can be 
inserted on Wednesdays and edited on Thursdays, for distribution before the weekend. 
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