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This Monday - 30 May – Talk about Abundant Water – Stuart Forsyth 
Abundant Water has for a number of years been the developing and manufacturing claypot water filters in 
Vientiane and distributing them to remote villages in Laos to provide safe drinking water.  This year 
Abundant Water is investigating ways to introduce its clay pot water filter technique and business 
partnerships in Nepal.  Stuart Forsyth, chairman of Abundant Water, will speak about Abundant Water’s 
initiative to take the technology to the people of Nepal. 

Last Monday - 23 May 
President Sandra welcomed four visitors, the two RYPEN students Justin and Flyn who were the guest 
speakers. She also welcomed Janet and Karl Kaltaliu.  Janet is the ROMAC coordinator from Vanuatu and 
was staying with Sandra for a couple of days while she visits Canberra.  She and Sandra have been taking 
the opportunity to exchange information about the ROMAC program. 

Report from RYPEN Students 
The Club had the privilege of hosting two students who 
had recently attended the RYPEN camp at Mogo. Justin, 
a Year 10 student from Gold Creek School, and Flyn, a 
Year 9 student from John Paul College, spoke to us 
about the activities that they participated in at camp. 
They both thoroughly enjoyed themselves and learned 
lots of valuable skills that they will take with them into 
adulthood, such as teamwork, self-esteem and 
leadership. They spoke about the social networks that 
they have begun to develop through RYPEN and Rotary.  
They also shared with us a “pay it forward” idea that they 
learned about at the camp through a movie of the same 
name. They plan to use this idea to help people and in turn 
ask that the people they help pass on their help to others.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Sandra and Robyn with the 

RYPEN students Justin and Flyn 
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Reports 

Youth 

NYSF – Robyn reported that the club has received two applications from students to attend NYSF in January 
2017.  Interviews were conducted by Alan Hurdle from Aurora Gungahlin and each club will support one of 
the applicants. 

International 

Clothing Drive - Gordana advised that she is investigating the possibility of holding a clothing drive at 
Palmerston School twice a year for Timorese children.   

ROMAC  -  President Sandra invited Janet to speak 
about her involvement with ROMAC.  She is a 
member of the Rotary Club of Port Vila and provided 
an overview of her responsibilities in assisting 
ROMAC families prior to coming to Australia or New 
Zealand.  Janet helps with their passports, visas and 
air tickets in order for them to come for treatment.  
Vanuatu is a nation of many islands so Janet also 
has to help the families with travel from their home to 
Port Vila.  Most of the mothers have never travelled 
within their own country so they find flying on an 
international flight very daunting.  This is made more 
terrifying for them as they are also caring for a very 
sick child and Janet needs to provide assistance and 
reassurance as they travel overseas.   

Janet also educates the members of her club in Port Vila about the ROMAC program.  She also said that 
there are only 2 or 3 doctors in Vanuatu who are familiar with how the ROMAC program in Australia or New 
Zealand can save the more critically ill children but there are many who are not aware of the program.  She 
said that between 2011 and 2015 more than 100 children from Vanuatu have been supported by ROMAC. 

She also spoke briefly about the Port Vila Rotary Club saying they meet at lunch time on Wednesdays and 
have about 20 members.  As the Port Vile Club is in the recipient country for clubs from Australian, New 
Zealand and other countries wishing to undertake international projects the members of the club are very 
active in providing assistance with these projects. 

President Sandra provided an update on the ROMAC program in Canberra saying three families will be 
arriving in the near future, two from the Solomon Islands and one from Fiji.   

Gordana added that Cassimata who she stayed with whilst she was in Dili is a journalist working for a 
newspaper in Dili and has just written an article about ROMAC which will help raise the profile of the 
program in Timor Leste. 
 

Council on Legislation Decisions on Membership and Meeting Flexibility 

The 2016 Council on Legislation was by all accounts a great success, thanks to the strong commitment, 
diligence and hard work of its delegates in carrying out the Council’s critical role in Rotary's governance. The 
Council adopted a number of forward looking enactments, including several that provide greater membership 
and meeting flexibility. These approved changes in policy will give those clubs that so desire more freedom 
to determine the categories of membership they offer and when, where, and how a club chooses to meet. 

President Sandra with Janet and Karl Kaltaliu.  
Janet is the ROMAC Coordinator in Vanuatu. 
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Over the past 15 years, Rotary has carried out pilot programs that have explored new definitions of 
membership, classifications, and the club experience. We have consistently found that when clubs are given 
the freedom to determine how to hold their meetings, the composition of their membership, and what defines 
engagement, the club is more vibrant and better able to grow. 

While this flexibility is available to those clubs that choose to amend their bylaws, a club that wishes to 
continue to adhere to the traditional requirements regarding meetings, attendance, structure, or categories of 
membership may continue to do so. 

Please find more information here about the membership and meeting flexibility decisions and the impact 
they will have on our organization’s growth in the years ahead. I encourage you to share this information with 
Rotarians in your club, district, and region. You can also read a wrap-up of the Council’s actions on 
rotary.org. 

Sincerely,  John Hewko - General Secretary 
 

WHO’s Head of Polio Eradication Explains What’s Next  -  From Rotary Leader  –  May 2016 

PURSUING POLIO ERADICATION IN PAKISTAN 

In February, Michel Zaffran succeeded Dr. Hamid Jafari as director of polio eradication for the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Zaffran has spent more than two decades with WHO, most recently as coordinator of 
the Expanded Program on Immunization. He has also served as deputy executive secretary, in charge of 
technical and policy matters, with the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization, known as Gavi. We 
asked Zaffran to discuss the status and outlook for the polio eradication campaign. 

Q: Last year, only 73 cases of the wild poliovirus were reported, all within the two remaining endemic 
countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan. What progress do you expect to see in the coming year?  

We are focusing our efforts on interrupting transmission of the poliovirus in Pakistan and Afghanistan this 
year while maintaining other activity in places it is needed. The density of the population in Pakistan and the 
movement of populations are such that if we really eradicate the wild poliovirus in Pakistan, it will probably 
not survive in Afghanistan. It will be a challenge, and it’s going to be complicated, but we are doing 
everything we can, and the government of Pakistan is fully committed to interrupting transmission this year.  

Q: What’s the greater legacy of the polio eradication program and why is it important to talk about it?  

We already see what the legacy of the program has been in many countries that have eradicated the virus. 
Look at India, where many of the assets are being used to expand the routine immunization program to 
ensure that surveillance is not used only for polio but is used for other vaccine preventable diseases such as 
measles. Another very good example is what happened in Nigeria during the Ebola crisis: Polio assets 
provided the ability to do surveillance, to reach and identify where the cases were, and to contain the 
epidemic. Much of that was done by polio staff through emergency operations centers, ensuring that cases 
in Lagos did not spread out to many other places in Nigeria. We need to make an effort — and Rotarians 
can contribute to this substantially — to ensure that the lessons learned through the polio eradication 
initiative, the laboratories established, the skills acquired, and the staff trained are not lost to public health 
but are transitioned to serve new public health challenges.  

Q: Why do we continue to need to raise money for polio eradication?  

There are a significant number of countries in Africa and Asia that are still at risk, should anything happen — 
and we have seen it in the past — where the virus is imported from countries that are endemic. In addition, in 
rare cases, the weakened live virus in the oral poliovirus vaccine can revert to neurovirulence, circulate, and 
cause outbreaks. So even after we have stopped transmission of the poliovirus in Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
we will need to continue immunizing children and conducting surveillance in countries at risk, and globally, to 
ensure that we don’t have any poliovirus circulating out there.  
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Club Calendar  –  Update your diaries 
 

May Youth Service Month 

Mon 30th May  Meeting – Stuart from Abundant Water project in Nepal [Brian]  

Tues 31 May Final day for NYSF applications to District clubs  

Tues 31 May Close of applications for MUNA  

Tues 31 May Bowelscan concludes 

June Rotary Fellowship Month 

Mon 6th June  Club Assembly & Joint Board Meeting 

Sun 12th June  Magnet Mart BBQ – Robyn will Coordinate BBQ.  Volunteers required  

Mon 13th June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – Games Night at President Sandra’s  

Sun 19th June  T&T – John has volunteered.  One additional volunteer required  

Mon 20th June  Meeting – Virginia Dixon – To provide update on her work in Nepal [Brian]  

Tues 21th June Ginninderra Changeover – Raiders Club Holt 

Sun 26th June  District Changeover Lunch – Hellenic Club Woden 

Mon 27th June  Club Changeover at Precinct Restaurant in Nicholls  

Tues 28th June Hall and Yass Changeovers 

Wed 29th June Aurora Gungahlin Changeover - Armadillos Café - Gold Creek Square 

Thurs 30th June NYSF applications to District Chair close 

  

July The New Rotary Year 

Mon 4th July Meeting – Speaker - TBC 

Mon 11th July Club Assembly & Board Meeting – TBC 

Mon 18th July Meeting – Speaker - TBC 

Rosters 

Please note that you are not only responsible for thanking the speaker, but writing up an article about the 
presentation for the Key. This must be submitted to the PR Gungahlin email by Wednesday at the latest.  

The Meeting Toast can be something about Rotary significant to you, or the world. Feel free to be creative! 

Roster for Meeting Toast and Thanking Speaker:  
 

Meeting Proposing Toast Thanking Speaker 

30th May Kiri Ian 

6th June Mick Not required 
 

 

This week’s edition of The Key has been edited by Brian Goldstraw, pr.rcgungahlin@gmail.com.   
Contributions from members are much appreciated. 
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